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Part 2: To be completed by WMU Institutional Equity office: 
 

Describe the requested accommodation: 

Exemption from COVID 19 Vaccine while participating in Intercollegiate Athletic Sports      
Evaluation of impact (if any):  

Campus Safety              
 Athletic Program Safety             

 

Approved: _____________ Denied: _____X__________ 

If the requested accommodation is denied, what are some alternative accommodations (list in order 
of preference): 

1. Maintain Scholarship for 2021-2022 
2. No participation in Intercollegiate sports 
3. Comply with testing and masking mandate. 

 

Date discussed with employee/student:  Emailed to student 8/30/2021      

Final accommodation agreed upon:   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If no agreement on an accommodation, provide an explanation: 

The University has a compelling interest in taking action to avoid the significant risk posed to the  
intercollegiate athletic programs of a Covid-19 outbreak due to unvaccinated participants and          
prohibiting unvaccinated members of the teams from engaging in practices and competition is the 
only effective manner of accomplishing this compelling interest.  Testing Is required for the safety of 
the campus community.       
 

 

Institutional Equity representative signature:   Tammy Miller, Assoc. Dir.   Date: 8/30/21  
 



To the Vaccine Exemption Committee: 

 
I, Morgan Otteson, am exercising my right to receive a religious exemption from the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
Being raised in a Christian household my entire life, I trust that God will protect His beautiful creation of 
the human body no matter what evil is surrounding it. Throughout college I have seen tremendous 
growth in my personal faith with God and dedicated my life to Him. 
 

Psalm 23:4 “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” 

 
In God’s eyes, my body is a temple, and He intends for me to keep my body clean from any unclean food 
or injections. I sincerely believe God has given me the strength to naturally fight off any illnesses and 
given me a purpose to fulfill during my time here on Earth. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in your midst? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for 
God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.” 

 
I believe that God has a plan for me, and I will follow Him through the darkest valleys. He has called me 
to trust in His plan. God has counted my days on this Earth, and I have chosen to live a life following 
God, even when I am faced with unknowns. 
 

Job 14:5 “Man’s days are determined; you (God) have decreed the number of his months and 
have set limits he cannot exceed.” 

 
Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord. Plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

 
As someone who has tested positive from this virus, God has blessed me with being asymptomatic and 
the natural immunity to fight off infection.  
 

Mark 16:18 “They will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt 
them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

 
I sincerely express my religious values and beliefs to you, though I am not perfect, I will continue to 
submit myself to the Lord the best way I can. I cannot violate my conscience that has been given to me 
by God. I trust that He will protect me on this Earth, free from evil and illness until I join Him eternally in 
Heaven. 
 

Exodus 15:26 He said, “If you listen carefully to the LORD your God and do what is right in his 
eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any 
of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who heals you.” 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Morgan Otteson 
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RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION REQUEST FORM

Part 1: To be completed by employee/student  

Name: __________________________________________ : ______________________ 

Date of request: ______________ 

Immediate supervisor/instructor: __________________________________ 

Requested accommodation (exemption): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Length of time the accommodation is needed: ____________________________ 

Describe the religious belief or practice that necessitates this request for accommodation

 Describe any alternate accommodations that might address your needs: 

My religious beliefs and practices, which result in this request for a religious accommodation, are 

Emily Dahl Student-athlete/Senior

Sammy Boateng 

Religous exemption from the mandated COVID-19 vaccine. 

May 2022

I will continue to take precaustions and safety measures to protect myself and those around me. I can continue to get tested to ensure my health. I will

8/24/21

8/24/21

360874516

I recently developed my own personal relationship with God. Since attending Western Michigan University, I joined FCA (Fellowship Christian Athletes) and a bible study to dive deeper in my faith.

I truly began to abide by the teachings of the bible and my God as I learned more about it. I learned more about my faith by reading the bible, attending bible study, and listening to the Bible in a Year

podcast with Father Mike Schmitz. I have learned through the Bible to trust in the Lord with all of my heart and mind, he had planned my entire life and that he had great things planned for me, so I 

I, Emily Dahl am exercising my right to receive a religious exemption for vaccination. I have grown up in a very religious household surrounded by devoted Christians. 

should not worry about anything but instead trust in him. I know through prayer and asking God, that he will give me the strength to get through anything. When Covid-19 first appeared, there was a

period of doubt and fear that I felt. I was scared for my family and friends. I turned to God, prayed and felt a sense of calm in his word... (continued on attached document)

also continue to wear a mask when I am around others or anywhere in WMU's campus. As an accomodation, I have already changed all my classes to online settings. 

Emily Dahl
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Part 2: To be completed by WMU Institutional Equity office 

Describe the requested accommodation: 

Evaluation of impact (if any):

Approved: _____________ Denied: _______________ 

If the requested accommodation is denied, what are some alternative accommodations (list in order 
of preference): 

1. __________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________

Date discussed with employee/student:  ___________________________

Final accommodation agreed upon: 

 If no agreement on an accommodation, provide an explanation:

Institutional Equity representative signature  ________________________ ___Date:  _ __________ 



(Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God). I prayed for my safety, the safety of 

everyone and especially those high-risk individuals that they would also be protected (James 

5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 

healed. The prayer of the righteous person has great power as it is working). I am happy that so 

many high-risk individuals have felt comfort in the new vaccines. I however, trust in the Lord 

that he will keep me strong, heal me and prevent me from Covid-19 as long as I abide by his 

word, pray and trust in him (Deuteronomy 7:15 And the Lord will take away from you all 

sickness, and none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which you knew, will he inflict on you, but he 

will lay them on all who hate you)(Luke 8:50 But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not 

fear; only believe and she will be well). My conscience is a gift from God. He gave me the Holy 

Spirit within me to protect me, guide me and not go against the word of God. Taking the vaccine 

would go against my conscience and I do not want to have seared conscience. (Acts 5:29 “But 

Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than man.”) With my personal, 

strongly held beliefs in my God, I am not willing to take the new vaccine. I trust that the Lord 

has predetermined the last part of my athletic career and academic year at Western Michigan 

University, for which I have worked so extremely hard to achieve, and that I will be bale able to 

finish my journey as a Bronco safety, enjoyably and healthily. I have faith God will get us 

through this pandemic together! 

God Bless, 

Emily Dahl





 
 
EXHIBIT D 
 
 
 







I am a devout Christian and have dedicated my life to God. Everything I do on the soccer field is 

because of God. He has given me talent and a gift and by playing soccer, I am glorifying Him by 

using the gift he has given me. God knew me before he created me, therefore I have complete 

confidence that I am a child of the Living God. "For you created my inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mothers womb," Psalm 139:13. God also created us in his own image, "so God 

created us in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 

them," Genesis 1:27. Therefore, I trust that God loves me, guides me, and will protect me. I trust 

the Lord with my life and He is calling me in this way to not go against my conscience. Timothy 

1:5 states, “The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love that 

comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith.” I trust that God is paving me 

this path to not get the Covid-19 vaccine. “Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend 

on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to 

take,” Proverbs 3:5-6. There are numerous quotes in the Bible that I could list. All will pertain to 

God loving me, protecting me, saving me, and sending angels around me and guide me.  As a 

Christian, I trust God with my health, life, body, and soul. My body is a temple of the living 

God, I am commanded to do whatever I do of faith, otherwise it is a sin, and I know that 

ultimately, my God is my healer and my sustainer in this life. For these spiritual/religious 

convictions, I am lead to this point where I must respectfully decline receiving any Covid-19 

vaccination, and I humbly request you grant my religious exemptions accordingly.  
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RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION REQUEST FORM

Part 1: To be completed by employee/student  

Name: __________________________________________ : ______________________ 

Date of request: ______________ 

Immediate supervisor/instructor: __________________________________ 

Requested accommodation (exemption): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Length of time the accommodation is needed: ____________________________ 

Describe the religious belief or practice that necessitates this request for accommodation

 Describe any alternate accommodations that might address your needs: 

My religious beliefs and practices, which result in this request for a religious accommodation, are 

Hannah Redoute Fifth year student athlete

Sammy Boateng

COVID-19 Vaccine

May 2023

I will continue to get tested every week and wear a mask in public places and when around others.

8/25/21

8/25/21

516154254

On a word document attached below.

Hannah Redoute
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Part 2: To be completed by WMU Institutional Equity office 

Describe the requested accommodation: 

Evaluation of impact (if any):

Approved: _____________ Denied: _______________ 

If the requested accommodation is denied, what are some alternative accommodations (list in order 
of preference): 

1. __________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________

Date discussed with employee/student:  ___________________________

Final accommodation agreed upon: 

 If no agreement on an accommodation, provide an explanation:

Institutional Equity representative signature  ________________________ ___Date:  _ __________ 

I will continue to get Covid tested every week and wear a mask when in public places and around others.



I am a member of St. John Vianney Church in Shelby Township, Michigan. I am exercising my 
right to receive a religious exemption for the vaccination. I am a practicing Catholic and my 
religion is really important to me.  
 
I went through 14 years of Catholic School. I went to St. Lawrence in Utica, Michigan from 
preschool to eighth grade and then went to Marian High School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan an 
all-girls Catholic High School for all four years. I have received all my Sacraments thus far 
including Baptism, Penance, Eucharist, and Confirmation. 
 
 The Catholic Church states that no one should be obligated to get the vaccine. I am strongly 
pro-life, and the church has stated that Catholics can refuse abortion-tainted vaccines. “Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a 
prophet to the nations” – Jeremiah 1:5. “From birth I was cast on you; from my mother’s womb 
you have been my God” – Psalm 22:10. I am a child of the living God and I strongly believe that 
God knew me before he created me. Everything that happens to me is the Lord’s conscience 
and he is telling me to not to get the vaccine.  
 
Therefore, as a practicing Catholic, opposed to abortion I cannot get the vaccine according to 
the Catholic Church principles. I have the right to object regarding what is put into my body. In 
having said all that, the use of these vaccines would be a violation of my faith that opposes 
abortion. Under the teachings I follow. I am religiously and morally bound. I request that you 
respectfully grant my religious exemption. 
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Part 2: To be completed by WMU Institutional Equity office: 
 

Describe the requested accommodation: 

Exemption from COVID 19 Vaccine while participating in Intercollegiate Athletic Sports      
Evaluation of impact (if any):  

Campus Safety              
 Athletic Program Safety             

 

Approved: _____________ Denied: _____X__________ 

If the requested accommodation is denied, what are some alternative accommodations (list in order 
of preference): 

1. Maintain Scholarship for 2021-2022 
2. No participation in Intercollegiate sports 
3. Comply with testing and masking mandate. 

 

Date discussed with employee/student:  Emailed to student 8/30/2021      

Final accommodation agreed upon:   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If no agreement on an accommodation, provide an explanation: 

The University has a compelling interest in taking action to avoid the significant risk posed to the  
intercollegiate athletic programs of a Covid-19 outbreak due to unvaccinated participants and          
prohibiting unvaccinated members of the teams from engaging in practices and competition is the 
only effective manner of accomplishing this compelling interest.  Testing Is required for the safety of 
the campus community.       
 

 

Institutional Equity representative signature:   Tammy Miller, Assoc. Dir.   Date: 8/30/21  
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